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5l ON THE €DUCATION OF STUDENTS OF [
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BUT iMMiGRANT
BACKGROUND KiD§
LiViNG ON THE
COASTS GET TALKED
ABOUT MORE iN
DiSCUSSiONS OF
iNMiGRATION THAN
THOSE LiViNG iN
MORE REMOTE PARTS
OF AMERICA ALL
TOGETHER.

TODAY, MORE

THAN ONE iN
THREE STUDENTS
iN THE AMERICAN
K12 EDUCATION
SYSTEM ARE EiTHER
iNMIGRANTS OR
CHiLDREN OF
iNMiGRANTS.

SOMETINES, A
FAMILY Will

MOVE SOMEWHERE
WiTH FEW OTHER
iNMiGRANTS... OR
PEOPLE OF OTHER
BACKGROUNDS AT
ALL. THiS CAN

N{iMPACT EVERY FACET

OF LiFE, iNCLUDING
EDUCATION.
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SiX JEAR OLD iMRAN iS A GHiLD OF TWO iMNMiGRANT
PARENTS, AND LiVES iN SOUTH DAKOQTA. iMNiGRANT
STUDENTS ARE FEW AND FAR BETWEEN, UNLIKE

MANY OTHER PARTS OF THE NATION.

WHEN SHE GOES 7 "NO

7O SCHOOL, SHE |—"
RECOGNIZES THAT, 9,:’\ 3.%::6‘-)91?"("5
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OTHER KiDS HAVE NOTiGED TOO, AND
SOMETINES SHE COMES HOME HURT.

WHEN HER MOM AiLA NOTICED, THE FiRST
THiNG SHE DiD WAS 60 TO iMRAN'S SCHOOL.




AiLA SAYS THE TEACHER HAD NO iDEA iMRAN WAS
GETTING HURT DURING RECESS. "THE TEACHER
DiDN'T EVEN THiNK MY KiD SPOKE ENGLiSH, LET
ALONE REALIZE SHE WAS BEING BULLiED.”

THE TEACHER ALSO DiDN'T THiNK iMRAN
COULD COUNT, OR READ, BECAUSE SHE SAT
ALONE iN CLASS SOMETIMES.




FEELINGS OF LONELINESS FOR STUDENTS
FROM iMNiGRANT BACKGROUNDS HAVE DIiRECT
CONNEGTIONS TO LOWERED SELF ESTEEN, —
ACCORDING TO EXPERTS WHO RESEARCH % -
EDUCATIONAL iSOLATION. iN GENERAL, iSOLATION

AND LONELINESS, ESPECIALLY FOR KiDS FROM
KiNDERGARTEN THROUGH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL,

CAN HAVE SEVERE EFFEGTS ON HOW MUCH

THEY LEARN iN CLASS AS WELL AS ON THEIR ===
MENTAL WELLBEING WiTH CONSEQUENCES FOR
SOCIiAL DEVELOPMENT.
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AiLA DECIDED TO HOMESCHOOL iMRAN, WHERE SHE
HAD SPACE TO LEARN... A LOT!




AiLA SAYS,

"WE'RE
PRiVILEGED
ENOUGH THAT i
CAN DO THiS. BUT
NOT EVERVONE
CAN."

SHE WiSHES THERE WERE TRAININGS AND
RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS TO UNDERSTAND
A1 AND LEARN ABOUT iMMiGRANT STUDENTS OF ‘

THE ONLY ONE iN THE GLASSROOM. "i WiSH

gcown BETTER, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEV'RE
THEY WOULD TREAT HER LiKE A PERSON.”




RENEE FOUND THAT TREATING HERSELF "LiKE A
PERSON" FiRST LED TO OTHERS DOING THE SAME. SHE
LiVES iN A TOWN OF ABOUT 2,000 PEOPLE, AND i3
VIiETNANESE. iN MiDDLE SCHOOL, SHE STRUGGLED.

S

KENTUCK I "iI'M THE ONLY
ASIAN GiRL HERE,

AND i HAVE TO
SURVIVE ON MY
OWN.”

RENEE'S
TOWN:

9% PERCENT
WHITE
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iT MADE iT HARD TO DO WORK.
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JOU CAN'T FiGHT FiR€ WiTH FiRE, =

RENEE. YOU CAN'T BE iMMATURE.

o

RENEE... i DON'T THINK THAT'S
THE SHIRT FOR VOU.

AT LEAST iN
MY CULTUARE,
THEY'RE UP
FRONT WiTH
your”

PEOPLE ARE GOING TO
DiSLiKE JOU FOR NO

REASON, NO MATTER 40U SHOULDN'T

WHAT J0U DO. DON'T BUY JOUR

WASTE YOUR TiME! " TEANS ALREADY
RiPPED,

RENEE!




HONG JUAN
GUAVA CANDY

LUNAR NEW
JEAR RED
EVELOPES

RENEE SAYS iT'S ALL ABOUT RESPECT. SHE'S iN HiGH
SCHOOL NOW, AND SHE HAS FRIENDS WHO NOT ONLY
RESPECT HER, BUT ALSO LEARN FROM HER. SHE
SHARES PARTS OF HER CULTURE, AND LiKES iT.

"HC DOESN'T °O°°|| \Iou CAN'
LiKE MNE BECAUSE ByE You
i'M ASIAN!®

HER Fﬂl&NDS BACK HER UP, EVEN WHEN SHE
DOESN'T FEEL STRONG.
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EXPERTS SAY THAT SCHOOL CAN BE -
DiFFiCULT FOR STUDENTS WHO DON'T :
"SEE” ANY PART OF THEMSELVES ]

ANYWHERE, WHETHER iT'S iN FRIENDS
WHO LOOK LiKE THEM AND HAVE
COMMON BACKGROUNDS, OR iN THEIR
EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS. STUDIES FiND
THAT REPRESENTATION CAN BE A
MASSiVE PART OF EDUCATION!
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RENEE'S PROUD OF THE PROGRESS SHE'S MADE.
| EVEN STIiLL, SHE THINKS iT WOULD HELP if

| THERE WERE OTHER PEOPLE TO LOOK OUT FOR
| HER, BECAUSE THAT TiGHT FEELING iN HER

| CHEST...

"iS STiLL THERE WHEN
i WALK DOWN THE
HALLWAY."

TEACHER




SUPPORT iN SCHOOL CAN
COME FROM ANYWHERE,
ACCORDING TO ANDRE.

W
< Umev'ne ABOUT
e&- TO GRADUATE
«COLLEGE, BUT

.GREW UP iN
,_Jff—_-gnniﬂe.
POPULATION: 3,000

97 PERCENT WHITE S T )
,f—_i——————————"' "ONE MAIN ROAD GOES
= ) DOWN THE ENTiRE
TOWN." ‘

T

THEIR PARENTS WERE
ALWAYS QUICK TO POINT
OUT THAT,

"ANDRE, WE
ARE THE
ONLY ONES
HERE.”




THEY'RE VENEZUELAN.
AFTER COMING TO
COLLEGE, THEY
REALIZED HOW

DiF FERENT EDUCATION
CAN BE WHEN THEIR
BACKGROUND iS

A PART OF THEIR
LEARNING.

AREPAS

THiS NEW ACADENIC SPACE
HAS ALSO SHOWN ANDRE A
LOT ABOUT WHAT SCHOOL
WAS LiKE BACK iN MAINE.
iN HiGH SCHOOL,THEIR
FRIENDS WOULD SWEEP THEIR
BACKGROUND UNDER THE
RUG.
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Mi DiDN'T REALIZE HOW OFTEN PEOPLE MiNiNiZeD
MY iDENTITY, EVEN THOUGH i ALWAYS THOUGHT
THAT PART OF ME WAS cooOL..."
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ONE OF THE ONLY TiMES ANDRE THOUGHT
PEOPLE DiD BRING THEIR FAMILY'S iMMiGRATION
AND BACKGROUND iNTO CONVERSATION WAS...
DURING THE 2016 ELECTIONS.

"MY iDENTITY WAS VERY POLITICiZeD
BY KiDS WHO WEREN'T USED TO TALKING
ABOUT POLITICS.”

"JOU NEED
TO USE KiND
WORDS! NOW...
LET'S SiNG

THiS LAND i3
JOUR LAND.”

"BUILD THE

IAKE 3%
AME R iCA
AT AGAIN!




THOUGH MOVING TO COLLEGE HELPED,

iT DiDN'T FiX EVERYTHING. THE LATIN
AMERICAN COMMUNITY AT SCHOOL WAS
TENSE WHEN THEY ARRIVED iN 2013,

BECAUSE OF QUESTIONS AROUND WHAT
"LIJTlNX" REALLY MEANT.

"iT NFISN T REALLY STUFF i'D BEEN
\ ASKED OR FORCED TO THiNK ABOUT.”

ANDRE SAYS,

"GOiNG TO SCHOOL iSOLATED
FROM YOUR OWN CULTURE
MAKES JOU SOMETHING
DiFFERENT THAN A THiRD
CULTURE iMNiGRANT KiD.

iT'S NOT LiKE GROWiING UP
iN A BiG CiTY. iT'S LiKE A
FOURTH CULTURE, ONE OF
:TS OWN."
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THINGS AREN'T PERFECT. FOR
ANDRE, RENEE, OR iMRAN. BUT
MORE THAN THE PROBLEMS

i THEY FACE iN EDUCATION,

THEIR RESILIENCE iN TiNES OF
DiF FiCULTY SHiNE THROUGH. ALL




BUT iT SHOULDN'T JUST BE ON THE STUDENT
TO MAKE THEMSELVES FEEL COMFORTABLE.
TEACHERS, ADMiNISTRATORS, AND OTHER
SUPPORT iN SCHOOLS CAN HELP. GUIDANCE
COUNSELOR HELEN WiLLiAMS SAVS,

"EVERY CHiLD
DESERVES TO HAVE
SUPPORT iN A SCHOOL.
SO THEY KNOW
THEV'RE LiKED. SO
THEY KNOW SOMEONE
HAS THEIR BACK iF
THEY NEED iT."

JERE CHANG, A TEACHER WHO SHARES ViDEOS
ON iNCLUSIVE EDUCATION ACROSS SOCiAL MEDIA,
SHARES WHAT SHE TELLS HER STUDENTS.

S iN BRIEF: "WHAT
JOU DEEM AS WEIRD
iS SOMEONE ELSE'S
NORMAL, AND SOMEONE
ELSE'S NORMAL MAY
BE YOUR WEiRD."
SO THINGS REALLY
AREN'T WEIRD! SiMPLY
Dif FERENT.”
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SAY THAT OTHER SCHOOL OFFiCGiALS
CAN ALSO BE A PART OF THE
CHANGE.
ADMiNiSTRATORS, PARENTS, AND EVEN OTHER
STUDENTS CAN HELP MAKE SOLO STUDENTS

FROM iMMiGRANT BACKGROUNDS MORE
COMFORTABLE.

EDUCATION CAN COME FROM:
TEACHER WORKSHOPS

CLASSROOM LESSON PLANS ON DiFFERENT
CULTURAL GELEBRATIONS AND TRADITiONS

EXPLORING SOCiAL MEDIA TO GLINPSE THE
PRACTICES OF OTHER EDUCATORS, PARENTS
OR OTHER ADULTS!

MS. GHANG: "MY SCHOOL'S ADMiNiSTRATION
MADE A TiP SHEET THiS YEAR TO HELP
SUPPORT STUDENTS WHO ARE FASTING FOR
RAMADAN!"




SCHOOL CAN BE HARD, FOR

EVERVONE. FEELINGS OF _
ACGEPTANCE AND GELEBRATION j
ARE ESSENTIAL TO A POSITIVE |
LEARNING EXPERIENCE. EVEN
WHEN WE'RE WORLDS APART, |=—|
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