EDPA VZUNLAR

Freelance lllustrator, Reporter, and Graphic Designer

I'VE GOTTEN GLOSER TO AN ANSWER WITH THE
HELP OF 0THERS WHO HAVE HAD THE SAME
GHALLENGE. EVERYONE COMBATS NAZAR
DIFFERENTLY.

I RECOGNIZE THAT MY WORK ISN'T
‘ ABOUT ME - IT'S A MESSAGE THAT'S
J COMING THROUGH ME.

Dr. Magtha. Hikassen, professor, produarwriter, poet

I TRY TO THINK ABOUT ALL OF THE 73
PEOPLE CHEERING ME ON INSTEAD!

farah GHobamy, 12, Arizono.
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IREMEMBER THAT PEOPLE AREN'T AS
WORRIED ABOUT ME AS | AM ABOUT
SELF.

Zekra Yorati, 19 KanFuoky

LUCKILY. THERE ARE EVEN STUDIES ON THE
ORIGINS OF NAZAR'S EFFEGTS. ECONOMIST BORIS
GERSHMAN SAID THIS AVERSION TO ENVY WAS

USED FOR SELF-PRESERVATION. BACK WHEN
WEALTH WAS EASILY DESTROYABLE.

FOR EXAMPLE. SAY YOU HAVE AN
ORGHARD. IF YOU'RE AFRAID OF
NEIGHBORS BURNING IT DOWN IN ENVY.
YOU MIGHT LET SOME OF THE FRUIT
ROT T0 MINIMIZE THE HARM. THAT'S
GALLED ENVY-AVOIDANT BEHAVIOR.

IN ANY GAREER. YOU NEED TO SHOW UP FOR
YOURSELF. BUT IT FELT DOWNRIGHT ANXIETY-
INDUCING TO SHARE MY WORK ON SOCIAL
MEDIA. AND 0THER CO-WORKERS HAD NO IDEA
THIS BATTLE WAS RAGING. HOW COULD | EVEN
EXPLAIN SOMETHING S0... SILLY?

AVOIDING NAZAR HAS BEEN A LIFELONG
GAME. PEOPLE GET SO GAUTIOUS OF GETTING
“TOUGHED" THAT THEY MINIMIZE AS MANY
AGCOMPLISHMENTS AS POSSIBLE. AS IF THEY
WERE SECRETS.
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COMIC: “The evil eye isn't just a trend. Here’s what it means to me.”

The Washington Post, 2022

I've created comics since | was 14. They’re my favorite
medium to communicate a story, not just because of their
visual appeal and ability to translate across news platforms,
but also for their studied history in increased accessbility of
news to different demographics.
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THE EVIL EYE IS MORE THAN A DEGORATIVE
EMOTI ON INSTAGRAM. IN FAGT. © ISN'T THE
"EVIL EYE" AT ALL - IT'S THE SYMBOL TO WARD
OFF THE CURSE OF ENVY. OR NAZAR IN MY
CULTURE.

DURING OUR FIRST INTERNSHIPS. MY MIDDLE
EASTERN/NORTH AFRIGAN (MENA) FRIENDS
AND | WERE NERVOUS TO EVEN TWEET OUR
STORIES FOR THE FEAR THAT SOMETHING
COULD GO WRONG.
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THE SYMBOL IS USED IN CULTURES ALL OVER
THE WORLD. NAZAR IS CAST BY SOMEONE WHO
FEELS ENVIOUS OF YOU - THE CURSE COULD MEAN
ANYTHING FROM A ZIT TO A GAR AGCIDENT.

MY FAMILY IS FROM TURKEY. WHERE THEY PUT ®

EVERYWHERE FOR PROTEGTION.

AND IT'S NOT JUST ME! 0THERS HAVE
THEIR OWN STORIES - PARENTS BLAMING
THEMSELVES FOR THEIR BABY GETTING SICK.
OR FRIENDS WHO ARE AFRAID TO UPDATE THEIR
LINKEDIN AFTER A PROMOTION.

NEw POS|TION
PRODUCT MANAGER |

GERSHMAN'S
RESEARGH
EXPLAINS THAT
NOW. 0THERS'
SUCGESS CREATES
MOTIVATION
INSTEAD OF ENVY.
BUT IT ALSO
SUGGESTS THAT
ENVY AVOIDANGE
PERSISTS.

‘I WAS STILL LETTING THE FRUITS OF MY LABOR

ROT. WONDERING HOW TO GET PAST IT.

edas.uzunlar@gmail.com

FOR ME. EVEN THIS COMIC IS A STEP IN THE RIGHT
DIREGTION. IT'S OKAY TO WRITE. TO REPORT. TO
CREATE. IT'S OKAY TO ASK FOR A RAISE. OR MAKE

A FAGEBOOK POST ABOUT MOVING TO A NEW HOME.
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WHEN FAGED WITH THE EVIL EYE. IT'S
OKAY TO STARE BACK.



LEDE IMAGE ILLUSTRATION:

“‘Campaign data illustrates Gore’s growing influence in Wyo politics.”
WyoFile, 2021

“Cowboy Up: Caught in the Current.”
Wyoming Public Media, 2022

“Whistleblowers: Workplace discrimination and retaliation plague Wyo National Guard.”
WyoFile, 2021

“‘After A Year Of Remote Classes, Teachers Are Meeting Students For The First Time”
NPR, 2021

When | create lede images for features, | find I'm also able to use my reporting
skills to best represent the story. | read through every draft the reporting team will
provide me to ensure the image | create truly emulates the words that are written.

PART 2
CAUGHT IN THE CURRENT

edas.uzunlar@gmail.com



DATA VISUALIZATION: “Lawmakers look to close juvenile justice data gap — partially.”
WyoFile, 2022

I’'m accustomed to creating visuals that are creatively in tune with the story
while also staying concise enough that readers from most any background will
be able to process information. | want to create news that assists those who
would benefit most from learning about the piece, not news that shuts them out
of the circle.

ANNUAL JUVENILE INCARCERATION RATES
BY AND STATUS OFFENSES
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TECHNICAL VIOLATION: Violations of probation, parole, or valid court orders; acts that disobey or go against the conditions of probation or
parole. Examples include: failure to participate in a specific program, failure to appear for drug tests or meetings, and failure to pay restitution.

STATUS OFFENSE: A non-delinquent/non-criminal offense; an offense that is illegal for underage persons, but not for adults. Status offenses
include curfew violations, truancy, running away, underage drinking, unruliness at school.

ACCORDING TO FEDERALLY-COLLECTED DATA, WYOMING LOCKS UP KIDS FOR PROBATION
VIOLATIONS AT A RATE WELL ABOVE THE NATIONAL AVERAGE, HIGHER THAN NEIGHBORING STATES
AND OTHER STATES WITH SMALL POPULATIONS.

Source: Easy Access to the Census of Juveniles in Residential Placement: 1 997-2019
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JUVENILE INCARCERATION RATES HAVE BEEN TRENDING DOWNWARDS
NATIONALLY. DESPITE THOSE DECLINES,

Source: Easy Access to the Census of Juveniles in Residential Placement: 1997-2019
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